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June is DAIRY MONTH
Celebrate the industry in style 
by enjoying New Hampshire 
made dairy products.  

From Cow to Cone 
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ABOVE PHOTO

What do the source of our electricity, timber management 
and the sustainability of local farms have in common?  

A lot more than you might think.
 As a result of the energy crisis in the 1970s and heavy 
dependence on foreign oil, the US Department of Energy 
encouraged the development of alternative energy sources.  
It was during this time that the “wood fi red” or biomass 
power plants developed as an industry in the Northeast.  The 
fuel combusted by the power plants is whole tree woodchips, 
derived from forest management and developmental 
clearing.  These innovative power plants were built on the 
premise that clean, local energy is vital to New England.  
Further, they were built with the intent to produce no 
wastes.  The wood ash produced is the perfect product to 

For the latest legislative news see the 
Friday Review.  For your copy contact 
the NHFB offi  ce - 224-1934.

Souther appointed to Governor’s 
Water Sustainability Commission

SOUTHER APPOINTED
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NH farmers’ markets featured on TV
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FARMERS FEATURED

FB partnership ends with Dodge
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PARTNERSHIP ENDS
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Far Far Reaching Benefits of Reaching Benefits of 
Green Wood-Fired PowerGreen Wood-Fired Power
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In the above photo, second generation 
farmers and brothers, Patrick (left ) and 
Michael (right) Connolly, prepare ice 
cream for their farm store.  Michael places 
a large tub of vanilla ice cream on the 
counter while Patrick scoops it into smaller 
containers. 

Based on ice cream consumption fi gures, the 
top fi ve individual fl avors in terms of share 
of segment in the United States are: vanilla 
(27.8%), chocolate (14.3%), strawberry 
(3.3%), chocolate chip (3.3%) and butt er 
pecan (2.8%). 

Source: The NPD Group’s National Eating Trends
 In-Home Database
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sweeten New England soils, 
which have a tendency to be 
acidic.
 In order to use the 
wood ash generated at these 
biomass plants, you have 
to start with the fuel.  The 
state of New Hampshire 
recognized the value in 
using wood ash derived 
from the combustion of 
“whole tree chips” or clean 

wood fuel.  “Whole tree 
chips” is a term used to 
describe the wood used 
at biomass plants.  This 
wood cannot include 
paint, other chemicals 
or have been previously 
used in construction 
(demolition debris).  
The whole tree chips 

come from forest management projects where timber is harvested and the non-
millable wood products are chipped and delivered to the power plants, or low-
grade wood is removed from a site and can be delivered whole to a power plant 
for use as fuel.
 The wood ash created at a biomass plant is unique because it provides 
an organic source of potassium and replaces lime.  Potassium is an important 
nutrient that helps plants resist drought, increase the hardiness of plants and 
facilitates nitrogen uptake.  The lime value in the wood ash quickly brings up 
the soil pH, thereby neutralizing the acidity in the soil.  While most wood ash 
goes on corn and hay ground, it is also very benefi cial for vegetable crops, small 
grains and pumpkins.  For farmers, commercial-grade wood ash has become a 
cornerstone of soil fertility in the Northeast.
 New Hampshire biomass plants were all originally constructed over twenty 
years ago.  Since that time, they have become an integral part of New Hampshire’s 
economy, not just to the timber management and farming industries, but to 

countless others who rely on the viability of those industries.  
 Ensuring demand for wood chips through the continued operation of 
biomass plants in New Hampshire will have signifi cant economic benefi ts for 
the timber industry.  Demand for chips will keep loggers, drivers, mechanics, 
fuel suppliers, equipment providers and even grocery stores in business.  A 
single logging operation with a fl eet of four trucks and crews, represents 
approximately $1.7 million to the New Hampshire economy. 
 With rising fertilizer prices and lowering milk prices, farming gets tougher 
every day. The ability to produce quality products as cost eff ectively as possible 
is essential to the survival of farms in New Hampshire.  The ability to use wood 
ash allows farmers to save on average 59% over the cost of commercial fertilizer 
and has the added value of being locally sourced.  Each year, more than 150 
New Hampshire farms benefi t from using this natural fertilizer, which is valued 
at almost $600,000. 
 For more information on this valuable resource, please contact Resource 
Management, Inc. at 888-536-8998, or visit their website at www.RMIrecycles.
com.
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Bridgewater Power Company

The timber industry is a vital 
part of NH agriculture.   

Spreading wood ash on fi elds

- far reaching benefi ts- far reaching benefi ts


